Why My Children Are in Vietnamese-American Scouting Troop

Whenever | reflect on my childhood, I realize my own children, in contrast, have so many
different activities to choose from. Growing up, my parents weren’t so well off, so the option of
taking piano lessons, participating in a sports team, or joining after-school programs such as art,
karate, or cooking was usually precluded. Instead, scouting was the only activity that I could
join that was affordable, fun, and educational.

Fast forward twenty years, the opposite is true; there are so many other activities to choose from.
So, why did | choose scouting for my four children, in addition to piano, lacrosse, and tennis?
Many of our friends have their children participate in many more activities, leaving very little
time for their children to partake in scouting during the weekends. For my wife and I, we reserve
the weekend for scouting because we believe in its value. We wanted our children to have a
similar experience to what | had as a Boy Scout and to what my wife had through her faith-based
youth organization. We were even more encouraged when a research study published in 2016
supported our decision to make scouting a central part of our family life.

Dr. Richard M. Lerner of Tufts University asked a simple question, “Does Scouting really create
good kids?” The study involved 1,800 Cub Scouts and 400 non-scouts, and it showed that scouts
are more likely to be kind, trustworthy, hopeful and helpful. In addition, scouts value the good of
others rather than their own achievement. Furthermore, kids who reported that they liked
wearing their uniform, attended meetings regularly, enjoyed camping, and having a best friend in
Scouting made the biggest strides in positive character development.

We could have joined any scouting organization, so why did we pick a Vietnamese-American
scouting troop, and in particular, Lién Boan Chi Lang?

The last part of the question is simple. | grew up in Chi Lang where | earned my Eagle Scout
rank so it was natural to put my children in the same troop. But the first part is a bit more
complex. There are so many other local troops near our house, but we chose to drive twenty
minutes to a park where we could have easily just crossed the street to attend meetings.
(Compared to other Chi Lang members who drive from San Diego, my drive is relatively close.)

| wanted a scouting troop that offers Boy Scouting, Girl Scouting and Vietnamese scouting. |
didn’t want to drive my twin girls to a Girl Scout troop meeting one night, my younger son to a
troop meeting, and my oldest son to a Venturing crew meeting on separate nights. My wife and |



wanted a place where our family can participate together as an integral unit along other families
with similar interests and goals.

Although my twin girls can develop a diverse skill set from the GSUSA programs by doing their
journeys and Awards, and my two boys can learn so much through the BSA programs, my
children would benefit most through a scouting troop that offers both programs. But if a scout
troop is able to teach my children Vietnamese culture, heritage, language, and history, then that
would be the ideal troop for our family.

Lién DBoan Chi Lang, like many other Lién Doan around the country, belongs to HDTU-HDVN.
Some may question why such an organization (HDTU-HDVN) should exist. They argue that
World Organization of Scout Movement (WOSM) doesn’t officially recognize HDTU-HDVN,
as they only recognize Boy Scouts of America (BSA) with about 2.4 million youth participants
and close to 1 million adult volunteers. (WOSM by-laws only recognize National Scouting
Organizations (NSOs) that operates within the national boundaries of their country.) Even
though HDVN had been recognized as a NSO in Vietham and was a WOSM member before
1975, it’s not recognized anymore because of Vietnam’s current political situation until recently.
In January 2019, Pathfinder Scout Vietnam became the 170th member of WOSM.

For the past 44 years, many Vietnamese troops all over the world were encouraged to join the
NSOs of their new countries of residence. In turn, “the NSOs were asked to give these groups a
special status within their movements, allowing them to use their own language and traditions,
permitting them to wear a South Vietnamese flag badge in addition to the national badges of the
country involved.” (Piet J. Kroonenberg, Undaunted I, Las Vegas International Scouting
Museum, 2004)

WOSM’s Secretary General Laszlo Nagy wrote a letter on June 7, 1983, to Dr. Phillip Nguyén
Van Tho, as the last President of Boy Scout of Vietnam, urging him and the founding father of
Vietnamese Scouting, Tr. Tran Vian Khic, to pursue “the creation of a central committee of
Vietnamese scouts in exile.” The support for a central committee was bolstered by a letter
written by James W. Sands, Director of International Relations, National Office Boys Scout of
America, on June 10, 1983.

On July 3, 1983, following a meeting in Costa Mesa, California, with Vietnamese scout leaders
from all over the world, a Vietnamese coordinating committee was created, Hoi Bong Trung



Uong-Hudng Dao Viét Nam (HDTU-HDVN), or International Central Committee of
Vietnamese Scouting (ICCVS).

One of the provisions in HDTU-HDVN charter states that it supports both Boy Scouts and Girl
Scouts organizations worldwide. (This is different than HDVN, which is part of the WOSM so
the focus of HDVN before 1975 was mainly for males. There was a separate Girl Scout
organization pre-1975 that didn’t belong to WOSM).

While BSA belongs to WOSM, Girl Scouts of the United States of America (GSUSA) belongs to
the World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS). These are two separate
worldwide organizations. (GSUSA has 1.8 million youth participants and about 800,000 adult
volunteers.)

Therefore, to be part of HDTU-HDVN, many Lién Doan are registered both as BSA and
GSUSA members, while retaining our cultural heritage as encouraged by both WOSM and NSO
back in the early 1980s. Being registered members of both scouting organizations, we abide by
the rules and regulations by paying dues, completing applications, taking Youth Protection
Training and Leaders-Specific Training Courses, as well as other training sessions offered by
both local Boys Scout and Girls Scout Council.

To me, this is what makes Vietnamese scouting troops so attractive! LD Chi Lang, like many
other Lién Doan, is a multi-level, scouting organization that believes in the values of BSA,
GSUSA, and HBTU-HDBVN. On its own, each organization has great strengths, but any Lién
boan that operates on all three programs maximizes its opportunities for their scouts. For
example, Chi Lang utilizes the resources of BSA Venturing Crew events for both our female and
male scouts to attend high adventure events or camping trips that are often difficult to obtain via
GSUSA. Soon, LB Chi Lang will enroll our girls to join Scouts BSA so that they will have
opportunities to do merit badges and possibly pursue Eagle Rank. Girl Scouting offers a different
and important experience than BSA, such as journeys, cookie sales, and service projects. Chi
Lang boys and girls attend HDTU-HBVN’s Trai Hop Ban (Thang Tién), Trai Lién Két, and
Chao Co Pau Nam, as these events offer deep connections to our roots, heritage, and culture. If
my girls join an American Girl Scout troop, and my two boys join an American Boys Scout
troop, they would be missing out on so many opportunities. Even if my girls join the Scouts BSA
program along with my boys, they’re still missing out on an amazing experience that can only be

obtained with Girl Scouting. Only a Lien Doan (a terminology that has no comparable English



translation and therefore is a word by itself) can offer such an unique opportunity for entire
families to participate in scouting as part of three great organizations.

Those who focus on the Vietnamese flag worn on a uniform only see scouting as a BSA
organization. It is not! Vietnamese scouting is a triad of HDTU-HDVN, BSA, and GSUSA. I'm
proud to be registered with all three organizations, serving as a Boy Scout leader, Girl Scout
leader, and a Hudng Dao Trudng. I’'m not conflicted because I see myself as all three. If one
accuses me of hypocrisy when | wear a BSA uniform and yet | call myself a Girl Scout leader or
a Vietnamese scout, they need to realize that I’'m registered with all three organizations.
Whatever uniform | wear or do not wear doesn’t take away the fact I’'m still a registered Girl
Scout Troop Leader, Huong Dao Truong in HDTU-HDVN, or a BSA Pack, Troop, or Crew
Committee Member.

To many of us Vietnamese scouts, HDTU-HDVN is more than just scouting. It represents who
we are, regardless of where we’re born or our citizenship. We are descendants from “Con Rong
Chau Tién,” where our ancestors have fought for thousands of years to maintain our Vietnamese
culture and language. We are an extended scouting family, forever tied together by our common
history as refugees and immigrants as a result of a mass diaspora. While we’re citizens of our
new country where we pledge our allegiance to the flag of the United States of America at every
Chao Co, we’ll never forget the sacrifices that our parents and grandparents made to give us
what we enjoy today. And we will never forget all the hard work and sacrifices made by our
scouting brothers and sisters to give us Vietnamese scouting today.

HDTU-HDVN was created with the blessing of the General Secretary of WOSM and National
Office of BSA to be an independent voice for Vietnamese scouts worldwide. HDTU-HDVN
encompasses more than just BSA,; it also welcomes WOSM, GSUSA, and WAGGGS.

Therefore, HDTU-HDVN cannot be a branch of BSA or GSUSA as that would go against the
principles of what HDTU-HDVN stands for.

BSA has its own mission statement, and their mission isn’t to promote Vietnamese culture,
language, and heritage. Their mission doesn’t promote GSUSA’s journeys or Bronze, Silver, or
Gold Awards; likewise, GSUSA’s mission doesn’t promote BSA’s merit badges or Eagle Scout
programs. Only an independent scouting organization like HDTU-HBDVN can promote our
Vietnamese identity that is expressed through our traditions, songs, customs, and uniforms (light
blue uniforms that our female scouts have worn proudly for years).



For many parents, they always have a choice to pick whatever activities they want their children
to participate in. Joining a Lién Doan instead of a Boy Scout or Girl Scout troop is one of those
choices.

For us Vietnamese scout leaders, it’s no longer a choice, but a responsibility for us to work
together to preserve our heritage and roots so that our children and their children would be able
to experience Huong Pao like we are able to now. We need to do our part to ensure that our Lién
boan is part of an inclusive scouting movement that includes three great organizations—BSA,
GSUSA, and HDTU-HDVN.

As we look towards the future, we must never forget the past, and all the contributions made by
so many Trudng to our HBVN history. We will always remember their sacrifices and
willingness to give all to many generations of Trudng, including my current mentors and Truong
in Chi Lang, who have ignited the Huéng Dao passion in each and one of us. Hopefully, that
flame will continue to burn among the future generations so that one day they can bring back
Hudng Dao to our ancestral homeland.

Charles Nguyén

Lién Boan Chi Lang Foundation



TAI SAO CAC CON TOI THAM GIA POAN HUONG PAO VIET MY?

Bai Viét Anh Ngit: Charles Nguyén (USA)
Ban dich Anh-Viét: Duong thi Kim Son (Canada)

Nhiing ldc nhé lai thoi tho du ciia minh, toi y thie 1 1a cac con toi thoi nay c6 rat nhidu hoat
dong dé lva chon. Khi Ién 1én, Ba Ma toi, nha tuy khéng khé gia may, nén su lua chon hoc dan
dwong cam, tham gia vao doi thé thao, hay theo hoc nhitng chwong trinh sau budi hoc nhu hoi
hoa, karate hay nau an déu khdng thé thuc hién duoc. Thay vao d6 tdi chi c6 thé tham gia huéng
dao 1a mot hoat dong vira it tn kém, vira vui thich va c6 tinh cach gido duc.

Hon hai muoi nam trdi qua, ngay nay thi nguoc lai, ¢ rat nhiéu sinh hoat dé chon lva. Vi thé tai
sao t6i dua cho 4 dtra con t6i tham gia phong trao hudng dao, thém vao viéc hoc dan dwong cam,
lacrosse va quan vot.

Rat nhiéu céc ban cua ching t6i cho con cai tham gia vao nhiéu sinh hoat khac nhau, nén co rat it
thi gio cho con céi sinh hoat huéng dao vao cudi tuan. D4i véi v chong toi, ching tdi danh cubi
tuan cho cac con di sinh hoat huéng dao vi ching tdi tin twéng vao nhing loi ich va gia tri cua
huéng dao. NG6i mot cach gian di, ching t6i muén céc con cua ching t6i cd dugc kinh nghiém
tuong tu nhu nhirng gi téi da trai qua khi con la mét hudng dao sinh va nhirng kinh nghiém
gidng nhu vo t6i da c6 duoc khi tham gia sinh hoat doan thé ton gido. Chung tdi con duoc khich
I& nhiéu hon khi doc dugc mét tai lidu vé mot cudc nghién ciru dong tinh vai quyét dinh caa
ching tdi khi chon lya sinh hoat huéng dao 1a phan chinh yéu trong cudc sdng gia dinh cua
ching toi.

Tién si Richard M. Lerner ¢ dai hoc Tuffs University da dwa ra mot cau hoi don gian: “Hudng
Pao ¢ dao tao nén nhiing thanh thiéu nién tét khdng?” Cudc nghién ciu bao gom 1,800 Au
Sinh va 400 thiéu nhi khéng phai 1a huéng dao sinh cho thiy céc huéng dao sinh thuong tir té
hon, dang tin cay, c6 nhiéu trién vong va luén giup d& ngudi khac. Thém vao do cac hudng dao
sinh thuong danh gia cao thanh qua ctua nhitng nguoi khac hon la thanh qua cua chinh minh.
Hon nita cac em con cho biét 1a cac em thich mac ddng phuc hudng dao, tham dy céc budi hop
déu dan, rat thich di cam trai va c6 mot nguoi ban rat than trong doan huéng dao, cac em nay da
tién bo rat xa trong viéc phét trién nhan céach.

Chuing tdi c6 thé cho con céi tham gia bat ct to chirc huéng dao nao, nhung tai sao ching toi lai
chon mét lién doan hudng dao Viét-My va dac biét la Lién Boan Chi Lang?

Phan sau caa cau hoi thi rat gian di. T6i I6n 1én & Chi Lang noi t6i da c6 duoc Pang Cap Eagle
Scout (Huéng Pao Dai Bang), vi thé duong nhién ching tdi cho céc con tham gia Lién Doan Chi
Lang. Nhung phan dau caa cau hoi thi hoi phic tap hon. C6 rat nhiéu doan khéc trong dia
phuong gan nha, nhung chdng tdi chon viéc lai xe do 20 phat téi mot cong vién ma ching t6i co
thé tim duoc mat sinh hoat huéng dao quen thudc (so sanh véi cac doan vién cua Chi Lang khac
phai l4i xe tir San Diego Ién, thi dbi véi ching toi viéc lai xe twong ddi gan hon).



T6i mudn ¢ dugc mot lién doan hudng dao c6 ca sinh hoat cua héi Nam Hudng Dao, hoi Nix
Huong Pao va Huéng Dao Viét Nam. Tai khong mudn phai 1ai xe cho hai dira con géi sinh di
ctia ching t6i téi hop & mot doan Nit Huéng Pao sinh hoat vao mét budi téi, rdi i xe cho con
trai nho téi mot doan Nam Hudng Pao va anh caa né tai sinh hoat & Thanh Boan vao mét budi
t6i khac. Vo chdng téi mudn c6 mét noi ma ca gia dinh ching tdi va nhiing gia dinh khac c6
cung muc dich va sé thich cung sinh hoat chung trong mét don vi.

Mic dau hai dira con géi sinh di cua ching toi c6 thé phat trién nhirng ki niang khac nhau dé
tiép tuc “hanh trinh” qua chuong trinh huan luyén va dat nhitng diang cip hudng dao theo chuong
trinh cua hoi Nit Huéng Pao Hoa Ky (GSUSA), va hai dira con trai ¢d thé hoc duoc réat nhiéu
qua chuong trinh huan luyén cia Hoi Nam Hudng DPao Hoa Ky (BSA), cac con ching toi sé& thira
huong duoc rat nhiéu qua ca hai chuong trinh nay. Nhung néu c6 mot lién doan huéng dao ndo
c6 thé day cho céc con cua ching t6i vé di san, van hda, ngdn ngi, lich st Viét Nam thi s& 1a mot
lien doan rat ly tuéng cho gia dinh ching t6i.

Lién Doan Chi Ling, ciing nhu nhiéu Lién Doan khac khap xt sé nay, truc thuéc Hoi Dong
Trung Uong - Huéng Pao Viét Nam (HDTU-HDVN), ¢6 ngudi ¢6 thé hoi tai sao lai c6 mot to
chie nhu Hoi Bong Trung Uong - Huéng Dao Viét Nam. Ho c6 thé tranh cai 1a World
Organization of Scout Movement (WOSM) - Hoi Nam Huéng Pao Thé Gigi) khdng chinh thac
cdng nhan Hoi Bong Trung Uong - Hudng Pao Viét Nam trong khi chi cong nhan Boy Scouts of
America (BSA) Hoi Nam Hudng Pao Hoa Ky vai khoang 2,4 triéu huéng dao sinh 16p tudi
thanh thiéu nién va gan 1 triéu thién nguyén vién huéng dao 16n tudi (adult volunteers). (Piéu
Luat Quy Pinh caa World Organization of Scout Movement - Hoi Nam Huéng Dao Thé Gidi chi
cong nhan National Scouting Organizations (NSO) - H6i Huéng Pao Qudc Gia (Ban Xu) hoat
dong trong xtr s& @6 ma théi.

Ngay ca mic di Hudng Pao Viét Nam da dugc cong nhan nhu mot To Chire Huéng Pao Québc
Gia (NSO) ¢ Viét Nam va d I thanh vién caa Hoi Nam Huéng Pao Thé Gigi (WOSM) trudc
1975, Hudng Bao Viét Nam dd khéng con dugc cdng nhan nira vi hoan canh chinh tri hién nay.
Cho dén gan day trong thang 1 nam 2019 Pathfinder Scout VietNam mai tré nén thanh vién thir
170 ctia Hoi Nam Huéng Pao Thé Giéi (WOSM).

Trong 44 nam qua, nhiéu doan huéng dao Viét Nam khap trén thé gioi da duoc khuyén khich
tham gia Ho6i Huéng Dao Qudc Gia (National Scouting Organization) (1 hoi hudng dao qudc gia
/ ban xt) cua dat nudc dinh cu méi caa ho. Lan lugt “nhidu Hoi Hudng Bao Quéc Gia (NSO)
duogc yéu cau cap cho nhitng lién doan Viét Nam nay mot vi thé dac biét (special status) trong
hoi huéng dao caa ho, cho phép ho dugc ding ngdn ngit va nhitng truyén théng caa xi sé ho,
cho phép ho deo huy hiéu (Hudng Dao Viét Nam véi 14 co Viét Nam Cong Hoa) chung vai
nhitng huy hiéu cua hdi hudng dao qudc gia ho dang dinh cu.” (Piet J. Kroonenberg, Undaunted
I1. Las Vegas International Scouting Museum, 2004)



Téng thu ky Van Phong Hudng Pao Thé Gidi (WOSM) Truong Laszlo Nagy da viét mot 14 thu
vao ngay 7 thang 6 nam 1983 gai cho Béc Si Philippe Nguyén Vian Tho, Chu tich cudi cing cua
hoi Nam Huéng Pao Viét Nam thic duc 6ng va Truong Tran van Khic, Truong sang lap Hudng
bao Viét Nam, hdy “1ap nén mot Hoi DPdng Trung Uong Hudng Dao Viét Nam luu vong”. Su
ung ho Hoi Déng Trung Uong Hudng Dao Viét Nam nay da dugc hé tro bai mot 14 thu do
Trudng James W. Sands, Giam Béc Lién Lac Québc Té cua van phong Hoi Nam Huéng Dao Hoa
Ky (BSA) viét vao ngay 10 thang 10, 1983.

Vao ngay 3 thang 7 nam 1983 sau mat budi hop & Costa Mesa, California, USA véi nhitng cuu
truong huéng dao vé tir khip thé gisi, mot Uy Ban Phdi Hop Viét Nam duoc thanh 1ap va iy tén
la Hoi Bdng Trung Uong - Huéng Pao Viét Nam (HDTU — HDVN) hay International Central
Committee of Vietnamese Scouting (ICCVS).

Mot trong nhiing diéu khoan caa Noi Quy HPTU- HDVN néu 1én 1a Uy Ban nay yém trg nhiing
t6 chic cua Nam Hudéng Dao Viét Nam va Nit Huéng Dao Viét Nam khip thé gidi.

Diéu nay khac véi Hoi Huéng Pao Viét Nam ngay trude. Trudc kia Hoi chi 1a mot thanh phan
ctia Van Phong Nam Hudng Pao Thé Giéi (WOSM), Hoi cha yéu chi danh cho nam huéng dao
sinh. O Viét Nam trudc 1975 d4 c6 mot Hoi Nit Huéng Dao Viét Nam danh riéng cho nir huéng
dao sinh. Hoi Nit Huong Pao Viét Nam nay truc thudc Van Phong Nit Huéng Dao Quéc Té -
World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (WAGGGS).

O Hoa Ky, H6i Nam Huéng Pao Hoa Ky- Boy Scouts of America (BSA) truc thudc Vian Phong
Nam Huéng Pao Thé Gigi (WOSM) va Hoi Nit Huéng Pao Hoa Ky (Girl Scouts of the United
States of America (GSUSA) truc thudc vao Vian Phong Nit Huéng Pao Thé Gidi (WAGGGS).
(Hoi Nt Huéng Bao Hoa Ky (GSUSA) ¢6 1,8 triéu nir hudng Pao sinh va khoang 800,000 thién
nguyén vién hudng dao 16n tudi). Hai to chirc BSA va GSUSA 4 2 t6 chic riéng biét.

Vi thé, 13 mot thanh phan cua HDTU-HBVN, nhiéu lién doan da ghi danh nhu 1a thanh vién cua
hoi Nam Husng Pao (BSA) va hoi Nit Huéng Pao Hoa Ky (GSUSA) trong khi van gitr gin di
san, van hoa, truyén thong Viét Nam caa chiing ta nhu da duoc Vian Phong Nam Huéng Pao Thé
Gidi (WOSM) va cac hoi Huéng Pao Québc Gia (Ban Xt) (National Scouting Organization —
NSO) khuyén khich vao dau thap nién 1980. Khi d4 l1a thanh vién ghi danh cua ca hai hoi Huéng
Pao nam va nit & Hoa Ky nay, ching ta phai theo nhitng diéu luat va quy luat caa hai hoi Hudng
Dao Québc Gia nay bang céch tra Ié phi, dién nop don tir, tham du céc khoa Bao Vé Thanh Thiéu
Nién , Huin Luyén Pac Biét cho Trudgng (Youth Protection and Leaders-Specific Training),
ciing nhu dy nhitng budi huan luyén do cac hoi Nam va Nit Huéng Pao dia phuong t chic va
phu trach.

Déi véi t6i diéu nay khién cho céc lién doan hudng dao Viét Nam tro nén rat hap dan! Lién
Poan Chi Ling ciing nhu nhiing lién doan khéc 1a mot to chirc huéng dao thira huong duoc
nhiéu gié tri cia ba hoi doan BSA, GSUSA va HDTU-HBVN. Trén co s¢ ndy mdi hoi huéng
dao nai trén déu c6 nhitng wu diém I1on lao, nén bat ci lién doan nao thuc hién duoc véi ca 3



chuong trinh caa 3 hoi nay s& dem lai tdi da nhiéu co hoi cho nhitng huéng dao sinh caa doan
minh.

Vi du, LD Chi Ling tan dung nhitng ngudn luc cia Thanh Poan BSA trong céc sinh hoat da
ngoai cho cac em nam, nit huéng dao sinh dugc tham dy nhitng tham du khé nhoc nhan hozc
nhitng budi cam trai ma Hoi Nit Huéng Pao Hoa Ky (GSUSA) khd c6 thé thuc hién duoc. Roi
day chang bao lau nita LD Chi Lang sé& ghi danh cac nir huéng dao sinh caa ching toi tham gia
hoi Nam Hudng Pao Hoa Ky (Scouts BSA) dé cac em nit ¢ co hoi theo chwong trinh dat cac
huy hiéu ding cap va c6 thé theo dudi Ping Cép Dai Bang (Eagle Scout). Hoi Nit Huéng Dao
Hoa Ky dem lai cho c&c ntt hudng dao sinh nhixng kinh nghiém khéc véi cac em nam trong Hoi
Nam Huéng Pao Hoa Ky nhu cac budi du ngoan, tham du, ban banh cookies gay quy va nhiing
ké hoach va dich vu khac nhu chuong trinh ciu tro v.v.. ..

Cac em nam va nit trong LD Chi Ling tham du cac trai hop ban do HDTU-HDVN t6 chirc nhu
cac trai Thang Tién, trai Lién Két va Chao Co Bau Nam. Nhing co hoi nay dem lai su ndi két
vé6i coi ngudn, di san, van héa, truyén théng caa ching ta. Néu cac con gai cua ching toi chi
tham gia hoi N&r Huong Pao Hoa Ky va hai con trai chi tham gia hoi Nam Hudng Dao Hoa Ky,
cac chéu s& khong cd duoc nhitng co hoi tham du ndy. Ngay ca néu hai con géi ching toi tham
gia chuong trinh cua hoi Nam Hudng Pao Hoa Ky (BSA) cung véi hai con trai caa chang toi,
cac chau ciing van s& bo 16 nhitng kinh nghiém tuyét voi ma chi cé duoc véi doan nit huéng dao
Hoa Ky.

Chi c6 Lién Poan (mét tir ngit khdng cé su twong duong khi phién dich ra tiéng Anh va vi do 1a
mot tir ngir riéng biét) co thé dem lai co hoi doc nhat cho tat ca nhitng gia dinh dé tham gia vao
huéng dao ma chuong trinh gom cé sy phdi hop sinh hoat cua ca 3 to chic 16n nay.

Nhitng ai chl trong dén cai huy hiéu c6 chit Huéng Pao Viét Nam va la co Viét Nam Cong Hoa
trén dong phuc hudng dao cé thé nghi rang do la cac hudng dao sinh caa hoi Nam Hudng Pao
Hoa Ky (BSA). That sy khong phai vay.

Huong Pao Viét Nam 1a mot su tong hop cua Hoi Bong Trung Uong-Hudng Pao Viét Nam
(HPTU-HDVN), Hoi Nam Hudng Pao Hoa Ky (BSA) va hi Nit Huéng Bao Hoa Ky
(GSUSA). Taéi rat hanh dién dugc ghi danh véi ca 3 to chie hudng dao nay voi tu cach 1a mot
tredng caa hoi Nam (BSA), mot truong cia hoi Nit (GGUSA) va mot trudng cia HDTU-
HDVN. Tai khdng thay c6 gi mau thuan khi tdi coi minh tric thugc ca 3 té chizc nay. Néu mot
ngudi ndo d6 két toi toi la gia dbi khi mac ¢dng phuc Nam Hudng Pao Hoa Ky, ma van coi t6i la
mot truong hoi Nit hay 1a mot truong Hudng Dao Viét Nam; ho nén y thirc rd 1a ti da ghi danh
véi ca 3 t6 chac nay. Bat ca khi t6i mac dong phuc nao hay khdng mic dong phuc nao, thi su
kién hién nhién toi van l1a mot truong c¢d ghi danh vai hoi Nit Huong Pao Hoa Ky (GSUSA), mot
truong hudng dao truc thuoc HDTU-HDVN hay 1a mét truong trong Au Poan, Thiéu Poan,
Thanh Doan cta hoi Nam Hudng Bao Hoa Ky (BSA).



Déi vai sé ddng cac hudng dao sinh Viét Nam ching ta, Hoi Bong Trung Uong- Huéng Pao
Viét Nam (HDTU-HDVN) khdng chi la lam cong viéc huéng dao ma théi. HDTU-HDVN dai
dién cho ching ta bat luan ching ta sinh ra & dau hay thudc qudc tich quéc gia nao. Ching ta I
hau dué cia “Con Rong Chau Tién” ma t6 tién cia ching ta d4 chién diu ca hang ngan nam nay
dé duy tri dugc van hda va ngébn ngit cua ching ta. Ching ta 1a mot dai gia dinh Huéng Pao,
mé&i mai gan bé véi nhau bang lich sir chung, khi chiing ta 1a nhitng nguoi ti nan va nhiing nguoi
nhap cu do mét cudc di tan vi dai. Trong khi ching ta 1a cong dan cua dit nudc méi cua ching
ta, noi day chiing ta da tuyén thé trung thanh véi 1a cd Hoa Ky & moi 1& chao co, ching ta van
khdng bao gid quén nhitng hy sinh ma 6ng cha chiing ta d4 trai qua dé dem lai cho ching ta
nhitng gi ching ta huong dugc ngay nay.

Hoi Bdng Trung Uong - Hudng Pao Viét Nam (HDTU-HDVN) duoc hinh thanh véi su an can
va yém tro caa Truong Tong thu Ky Vian Phong Hudng Pao Thé Gidi (WOSM) va Hoi Nam
Hudng Pao Hoa Ky (BSA) nhu mot tiéng noi doc 1ap cho céc hudng dao sinh Viét Nam khap
thé gi¢i. HPTU-HDVN khdng chi c6 bao ham Nam Hudéng Pao Hoa Ky (BSA) ma con mang
mot s6 dic tinh caa ca hoi Nit Huéng Pao Hoa Ky (GSUSA), Vian Phong Nam Huéng Pao Thé
Gid¢i (WOSM) va Vin Phong Nir Huéng Pao Thé Gisi (WAGGGS).

Vi thé, HDTU-HDVN khong thé 1a mot nhanh cua hoi Nam Huéng Pao Hoa Ky (BSA) hay hoi
Nir Huéng Pao Hoa Ky (GSUSA); nhu thé Ia trai véi nhitng nguyén tac caa Hoi Bong Trung
Uong-Hudng Pao Viét Nam da dé ra.

Ho6i Nam Hudng Pao Hoa Ky (BSA) ¢6 nhiém vu riéng caa ho. Nhiém vu cua ho khdng phai la
phét huy van héa Viét Nam, ngbn ngir va di san Viét Nam. Nhiém vu cua ho khéng phéat huy cac
chuong trinh, céc qua trinh huan luyén dé dat cac patches va Bronze, Silver, Gold Awards. Ciing
nhu vay nhiém vu cuaa cua hoi Nor Huong Bao Hoa Ky ciing khong phai 1a phat huy chuong trinh
hoc tap va sinh hoat dé dat cac huy hiéu Merit Badges va Bang Cap Pai Bang. Chi mot t6 chic
doc 1ap nhu Hoi Dong Trung Uong - Hudng Pao Viét Nam (HDTU-HDVN) c6 thé phét huy ban
chat Viét Nam duoc thé hién qua nhitng truyén thong, nhitng bai ca va dong phuc cua ching ta
(nhu bo ddng phuc mau xanh duong nhat ma céc nit huéng dao sinh cua ching tdi ¢& mac mot
cach hanh dién trong nhiéu nam).

Déi vai nhiéu phu huynh, ho ludn ludn c6 su chon lya bat ctr nhitng sinh hoat ndo ho muén con
chau ho tham gia. Tham gia Lién Boan caa HDTU-HDVN thay vi tham gia Nam Huéng Dao
Hoa Ky (BSA) hay Nir Huong Pao Hoa Ky (GSUSA) chinh la mét trong nhitng su lya chon nay.

Déi véi ching t6i, nhitng truong Hudng Pao Viét Nam, khong con 1a mot sy lya chon ma 13 mot
trach nhiém ma ching toi can hop tac dé bao vé di san va ngudn gbc caa ching tdi ngo hau con
chéau ching t6i va nhiing thé hé sau chling s& c6 dugc nhiing trai nghiém huéng dao nhu ching
t6i d& c6 hién nay. Chung tdi phai dam bao Lién Poan 12 mot phan caa phong trao huéng dao
lien két, thanh vién cua 3 t6 chirc Huéng Pao 16n, d6 1a BSA, GSUSA va HPTU-HPVN.
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Khi huéng vé trong lai, chiing tdi khong bao gio duoc quén qua khir va tat ca nhitng dong gop
ctia nhiéu trueng cho lich sit Huéng Pao Viét Nam. Chdng tdi phai ludn ghi nhé nhitng hy sinh
va quyét tdm cua ho dem lai cho nhiéu thé hé Truong, bao gom nhimg truéng cua LD Chi Ling
va nhiing trudng d& hudng dan ching toi, nhiing ngudi da khoi dong niém dam mé huéng dao
trong mdi ngudi chiing toi.

Hy vong rang ngon lira ndy s& tiép tuc chay sang véi nhitng thé hé tuong lai dé mot ngay nao do
c4c thé hé nay c6 thé dua Hudng Dao tré vé qué huong dit to than yéu cua ching ta.
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