BONG NGAY QUA....

1970....... Tré Ve trudc.
Nam 4y, toi vira tron 19 tudi. Mong mo, yéu doi, tran day stc séng.

Tudi hoc tro cua thoi dai Hippi, quan dng rong 4o hoa chim co, téc cit ngan kiéu
Demi Garcon va giay Chapeau got cao hon gang tay.

Ngay ngay ching toi cap séch dén trudong nhung mdi cudi tuan la nhing budi
hen ho, gap g& ban be, di bat pho, an qua vat, nhin ngam nguoi ....Palat.
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The old Hoa Binh market (in the older days)
Chung quanh khu phé Hoa Binh 13 nhitng quén sa, nhitng cd thiéu nir ciing trac
tudi nhu t6i an mac du kiéu tir nhitng chiéc 4o dai thanh ti dén hoa hoe hay
nhitng bo quan 4o thoi trang nhi nhanh hay khép nép di bén nhitng chang trai tur
truong V8 Bi Qudc Gia hay Chién Tranh Chinh Tri. Con phé cudi tuan ¢ day
gidng nhu con phd cua tinh nhan va tinh nhan.

Palat, biéu tuong 1a mot thanh phé dep, tho mong, khi hau 6n hoa. Nguoi dan
Palat trang nha, lich sy . Nhimg con dudng & diy déu 1a 1én déc xudng ddi nhu
cudi duong Duy Tan 1én khu Hoa Binh déc cao vai voi, roi tir khu Hoa Binh db
xuéng hd Xuan Huong ...roi ta lai 1én dc dé dén nha tho Con Ga.

Canh sic dep, con gai hai ma do hong d& thuong, hoa canh chung quanh nhiing
ngbi biét thu bao boc ho Xuan Huong hay vuon Bich Cau day hoa thom co la



khong thua kém mot ai. Xen vao khong khi lanh lanh se se ay nguoi di tham sé
c6 nhiéu noi dé durng chan .
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Ong Dao bridge (Dalat, 1957). Same spot but this photo is a different shot from the previous one.
Xem nay:

Nhitng quan Caphé, ta hdy vao Caphé Tung ngdi lang im vai gidy dé nghe
nhitng ban nhac tinh, nhin céc Caphé phin dang tir tir nho nhitng giot sanh den
xuéng chiéc ly trong vat, noi day ciing duoc giéi sanh diéu ghé nhiéu vi mdi
ngay 14 mot chi d& am nhac tir ¢o dién dén trir tinh ma gigi mé Caphé van thich
th( dén uéng va thuong thic nhac hay.




bi sang mot doan duong khac nhu Minh Mang ching han ta c6 Caphé Tao ban,
Caphé Kim Vui hay ngo6i nhdm nhi moét ly tra da ¢ Mé Kong roi thd vi ngam
nguoi di qua di lai.

Chua ké nhitng quan coc khéng tén nhung ca nghe ban bé rii nhau di ubng

Caphé Cut Chon ¢ phd Phan Bgi Chau thi ai ai ciing mudn ghé tat ngang vao
uong thir mot ly xem sao.
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Con chung t6i, bon hoc tro luc ay thi noi quen thuoc va ghe dén thuong xuyén la
quan T2, 161 di |1én treong Bui Thi Xuén la ban sé gap.

T2! Y nghia caa hai chit nay dén gio t6i van khdng thé biét do 1a gi va ciing
chua c6 thoi gian dé tim hiéu. Chi biét rang d6 1a noi ching t6i thuong xuyén lui
t6i, thuong xuyén gip nhau. O dé, ching tdi da hat véi nhau nhitng bai hat hoc
trd, gap lai ban bé xua tir khi roi xa méi truong va tro lai véi bo quan 4o chién
binh con vudng ddm mé hdi. Véi huong vi nhitng ly ca phé do tha that ban s&
khé khan kiém mét noi khac ngon va ¢am da hon ca phé Balat. C6 1¢é ti da qua
khen ngoi va dé cao thanh phd, thi di uéng ca phé va con ngudi noi day, nhung
su that cting khdng phai la qua loi.

Palat mong mo, phé x4 yén lanh, dan chdng hién hoa. Ban di d¢én dau ciing thay
hoa duoc trong va no ro. Nao 1a Mimosa, hong nhung do tham, anh dao no ruc
r& vao nhiing ngay dau nam. Nhiing con duong that dep véi hoa man trang hay
hai hang thong dng vueon minh trong gio.



Di tiép nira 12 Dai Phéat Thanh noi d6 hang tuan ching toi da dén thau thanh voi
Ban Hoa Nién va truong hoc. Canh do6 la ngdi trueong Tri Buc va lui ti xiu nira
ban sé& thdy nha thd Con Ga, thinh thoang nhitng trua hé néng nuc hay xé chiéu
c6 dip di ngang qua, tiéng chudng giong 1én ém 4, nhe nhang va that thanh binh,
trai nguoc véi khdng khi chién tranh noi viing gisi tuyén , ciing vi chién loan ma
ban bé ching t6i da lan luot roi xa.

Ciing tir khu Hoa Binh ta lai di xudng déc Minh Mang, dén cubi duong ay 1a con
phd Phan Dinh Phing chay dai mai 1&n s6 4, ¢ d6 ca 3 hay 4 gio sang nguoi
dan cu ngu quanh ving lai duoc nghe tiéng chudng chia Linh Son vang 18n khi
chiia chuan bj thoi cong phu khuya.

viain an 11.00 ‘_ |

The entrance of Linh Son pagoda can be seen on the right. Phan Dinh Phung street is on the left (Dalat, 1957).

Ky niém ma ching t6i khong bao gio quén 1a mdi dip cévan nghé hay thuyét
giang ¢ giang duong to 16n rong rai nam canh chiia nay la chang bao gio vang
béng ching tdi. O d6 tieng nhém sinh vién hoc sinh va tdi da sanh vai nhau véi
nhac st Pham Thé My trong nhitng loi ca oai hing tran day tinh ty qué huong
ma sau nhiéu nam dai khéng biét tdi con nhé chinh xéac hay khéng:

Nha Viét Nam c6 bao nhiéu hoa,
Rurng Viét Nam cé bao nhiéu I3,
La Viét Nam c6 bao nhiéu trang st mdi....

La Viét Nam c6 bay nhiéu anh hing.
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Tourists riding “Pedale I.’eau” on Xuan Huong lake, Dalat 1968.
Tuoi tré ciia chling toi budi 4y ¢ nhiéu giac mo ma tiéc thay nhiing giac mo ay
hiém khi tro thanh sy thuc. N sinh chdng t6i hoc hanh ¢ nhitng ban xong Tu
Tai, mot phan di tiép phan khoa Chinh Tri Kinh Doanh, phan lap gia dinh lam
v, 1am me. Phan khac chua kip nép bén vai 4o ngudoi chdng di linh tran da mot
hai mua hoa anh dao né 1a di quan Ién dau vanh khan tang trang.

Chién tranh va chién tranh d Iam cho chdng tdi tan hét nhiing wéc mo.

Palat than yéu cua toi da theo tdi dén nam 1975, rdi nhiing thang ngay sau do 1a
troi giat theo song ngudi roi qué huong tim tu do.

Pat nudc an lanh ma ching toi da dugc dat chan dén 1a Cong Hoa Lién Bang
btrc ma khi con ¢ Viét Nam t6i chi dugc nghe thoang qua tir chuwong trinh phat
thanh viét ngir phat di tir Bonn, tha @6 chinh cta nudce Buac luc do.

Trai qua di mot thoi gian kha dai dé hoc, hanh, hoi nhap va rdi 16 tiéu bang cua
nudc ndy da théng nhat thanh mot khdi sau khi btc tuong Ba Linh sup d6. Au
Chau da tré minh mang mot ludng gié dan cha ty do ngoai trir mdi mot nudc
Nga s6 van con nhuém do.

NGi so vé nude Puc, quéc gia hon 80 tridu dan 1a mot cuong qudc, nhiac dén
quéc gia nay chéc chin 14 cac ban s& nghi ngay dén hai hdng xe hoi BMW va
Mercedes noi tiéng khip hoan cau, bay gio dén may bay Air Bus, xe ting, stng
dan, sat thép, phi co quan sy vv...vv...dang tang dan don dat hang khip noi.



Nude Buc 1a mot qudc gia ddng chang, ngoai nhitng Ky thuat tan tién ho con noi
tiéng 1a mot sac dan siéng ning, sach s&, thich chung bay hoa canh vuon tuoc,
va ludn ludn dung gio dung hen vaéi moi nguoi. Viéc khen ngoi nay tuy c6 phan
dé cao nhung thuc sy 1a nhu thé.

Ban ¢ day, hé thdng an sinh x& hoi 1a mot diéu ngang mat mac du sau khi buc
tueong B4 Linh sup d6 chinh quyén quédc gia ndy di cuu mang 6 dén 7 tiéu bang
bén dong tir a dén z. D6 1a mot ganh nang ma nude Buc khdng thé ngo duge da
vay ma vai ba thang sau nhitng ngudi dan dong duc da tro thanh giau co khi
nhitng ddng bac khdng cé gia tri cua ho duoc d6i 1 thanh 1 cho can bang khdi
tién té dong tay.

Chung chung 16 tiéu bang caa nuée Duc 1a nhu thé, riéng tiéu bang Bayern, va
thanh phé Munich noi ching tdi cu ngu thi diém ndi bat cua thanh phé nay 1a
mdi nam vai 18 hoi thang 10 chi trong hai tuan voi 6 dén 7 triéu du lich khap noi
trén thé gidi va nguoi ban xt ghé dén chi dé vui choi udng timg ly bia cao dung
1 lit day. T&i Munich céc ban ciing s& khéng quén ghé tham vién bao tang cua
xe BMW va hang loat nhitng mau xe mé&i. Nguoi dan Viét & day ciing khong
ngét tram tro ngoi khen ciing nhu hanh dién véi Philip Rosler, mot nguoi Buc
goc Viét dang la dang truong cua dang FDP va duong nhiém chirc vu phé thu
tudng chinh phu.

DPoan dudng kha xa tir Balat Viét Nam va troi giat dén day.
Nudce Drc, thanh phd Munich.

Cd nir sinh ndam nao, sinh ra va 16n 1&n & mot thanh phé that hién hoa, toi da that
vui va sung sudng khi nhan noi nay la qué huong thir hai caa toi.

Néu c6 phai so sanh hai doi sdng My noi tdi da ting sang tham viéng va nudc
buc noi t6i da & hon 30 nam dai.

Nudc My noi t6i ghé tham dugc ti dat tén 1a Saigon véi ndng nuc, 6n o, ngudi
nguoi tat bat di di vé vé, toi lui khdng nging. Con nudce Bic, noi t6i sinh séng
thi duoc tdi thay tén 1a Palat voi cudc sbng nhe nhang, ém dém mat mé.. Nguoi
ngudi moi ngay nhu moi ngay tir tén budc 18n xe di lam va mdi budi chiéu lai tir
tén tré lai noi minh cu ngu.

Lo ling u?

Hinh nhu ho chi lo va tim mot noi du lich méi cho nhitng ngay nghi he hang
nam cua ho ma théi. Véi 30 ngay nghi phép hang nam chua tinh ngay nghi 1&



nghi ngoi va di du lich dugc nguoi dan ban xa dat 1én hang dau. ...

Khuc quanh tir Dalat dén?xfr buc da duoc dung lai. Va toi, ¢d hoc tro bé bong
nam nao gio da hon 60 tuoi.

Ctr ké vé ky niém va nghi dén qué hwong van la nhitng nét cham pha trong biic
tranh muén mau chua hoan tat trong cudc doi cua toi.

Nhitng mau sac dep nay xin mai mai nhé va cat giit nhu nhitng bau vat trong
doi.

Minh Trang
Munich, Germany
Nhitng ngay cuoi thdng 6 nam 2013

Tuyen Lam lake seen from top of Lang Biang mountain
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You are approaching Dalat from the northeast. Camly airfield can be seen near the upright comer (see
the faint white strip). Dalat is located in the Langbian plateau, high about 4,391 feet above sea level.

DALAT AERIAL VIEW, 1968

Okay, now you see Dalat soccer field with its running track wide open on the low left comer. The building with light blue roof like an open
book (on the field’s immediate right) is the Youth Activity Center (aka H6i Quan Thanh Nién) where indoor sport games or exhibition took
place. Keep going down to the right, building with the top and base in red is Sport Club house (Le cercle sportif), which was originally built
in Indochine period when Dalat founded. Obviously, “Nha Thity Ta™ (aka “La Grenouille™: the
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Frog) perching alone by the lake.
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Xuan Huong Lake with Ong Dao bridge (on the right). The photo was taken in 1969, on Weekend. sometime between December and

May. You can see a Dalat cadet in Jasper Uniforms (foreground on the left) and the other four on the far right, under the banner (Dalat
cadets wear Jasper Uniforms ‘Brown color” in cold season). After 1970, Dalat Jasper Uniform changed to Olive color.
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Dalat market after rain, Dalat 1968.



The multiple stories building at the low left corner is Thuy Tién hotel. Notice the long line of low tin roof “veranda” in front of the
hotel (where the blue truck parking). This is the popular food stands for common folk. They serve all kinds of hot soup and juicy
beverage and stay open late at night. The line of Dalat taxi cabs (in black and beige color) can be seen on the right, across Hoa
Binh conventlon bmldlng Bmldmg with tall facade near the background’s edge i cmema Ngoc Hiép.
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Bill Robie’s Photo Courtesy

Hoa Binh convention building seen from Duy Tan street (Dalat, 1968).



